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Brothers and Sisters in Christ at BRF,

Peace and grace be with you. I hope you are doing

well this Lent season. As we feel winter has ended and spring has come, it has been unusual to
have warm weather in winter season in Wisconsin lately. I don’t remember any year when the
month of February was warmer than this year. [ have found already the unknown green plants
sprang up through the ground. Although I like this warmth, I am concerned about climate change
in the future.

How is your Lenten journey doing? As you know, Lent is a period of grief that necessarily
ends with a great celebration of Easter, which is on March 31* this year. I want to remind you that
the purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer for Easter through prayer, mortifying the
flesh, repentance of sins, almsgiving, simple living, and self-denial. Many Christians commit to
fasting, as well as giving up certain luxuries in imitation of Jesus Christ's sacrifice during his jour-
ney into the desert for 40 days.

Why do we need such spiritual practices? As you know, a human being is a unity of body,
mind, and spirit. Just as the physical body grows as we get older, so our soul should grow accord-
ingly and our emotions as well.

How does the soul grow? Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” and we all are justified freely by grace through the redemption of Jesus Christ. In other
words, Jesus Christ is our Savior whom we must follow and resemble. We should grow up to Him.
“We will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ”
in Ephesians 4:15.

In order to become like Him in every respect, we should do whatever is needed. As any athlete
needs to practice to win the competition, we need to practice every spiritual discipline to be ma-
ture spiritually and obey God. We need spiritual muscles to prevent us from our spiritual stagnan-
cy and to win over any temptation. I am not sure if we can grow spiritually without spiritual disci-
plines, such as prayer, reading the Bible, corporate worship experience, etc.

This lent season is a great time for us to examine ourselves and practice spiritual disciplines to
be mature Christians so that we can be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ to fulfill God’s mission.

I pray for all of you to keep up this spiritual journey harder.

In Christ,

Pastor Rev. Inwha Shon
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What happened on this day?

Sam Jones vs. Sam Jones

March 5

John J. Jones felt God calling him into the ministry, but he resisted, choosing
instead the profession of law. His son followed in his footsteps. Young Sam
Jones (1847-1906) proved a brilliant attorney at first.

But alcoholism quickly ruined his life and reduced him to shoveling coal. He was on a drinking
binge when he heard of his father’s illness. He rushed home, and the old lawyer became a preacher
at last, saying, “My poor, wicked, wayward, reckless boy. You have brought me down in sorrow to
my grave. Promise me, my boy, to meet me in heaven.”

Sam fell to his knees and promised, then he flew to a bar and begged for a glass of liquor. But as
he started to drink it, he saw himself in the mirror. Hair matted. Filth and vomit on his clothes. Lips
swollen. He smashed the glass on the floor and gave his life to Jesus Christ. A week later, he
preached his first sermon.

Jones became the most famous evangelist of the nineteenth century, save for Moody. He held
crusades in major cities throughout America, winning an estimated 500,000 people to Christ. His
most unusual revival began on March 5, 1899, in Toledo, Ohio. The mayor of Toledo was also
named Sam Jones. Mayor Jones introduced Evangelist Jones on the revival’s opening night. The
next mayoral election was only a month away, and he enjoyed the exposure.

But he didn’t enjoy what Evangelist Jones had to say, for the preacher lost no time in attacking
the mayor’s policies. There were 700 saloons and 150 gambling dens in Toledo, and city adminis-
trators were unconcerned about it.

The evangelist said that if the devil were mayor of Toledo, he wouldn’t change a thing. He
flailed away at alcohol and sin. He lifted high the cross, and preached with the zeal of a lawyer try-
ing to save his client from the gallows. Men wept. Women groaned. Children were spellbound. The
seats were packed night after night. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, were converted during the Tole-
do meetings.

But the mayor won reelection the next month by a huge margin. Who is always in trouble? Who
argues and fights?

Who has cuts and bruises? Whose eyes are red?

Everyone who stays up late, having just one more drink.
Don’t even look at that colorful stuff Bubbling up in the glass!
Proverbs 23:29-31a

Morgan, Robert J., On This Day
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15 Bible Verses To Reflect On
During The Lent Season

Kenneth Dennis

Lent is a time that reminds us of the great love of God

for us when He sent His only Son Jesus Christ to die for our
sins.

Bible verses tell us that humans have no ability to save them-
selves from spiritual and physical death after the fall of Adam.

There is nothing a man could do to attain salvation, the sin of man was so great, but the love of
God is greater. Lent helps us to remember and value the heavy price
Jesus paid for our sin on the cross.

Here are 15 Bible verses for this lent season that tell us more about it:

1) Isaiah 43:25
“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your
sins.”

2) Ecclesiastes 3:20
“All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.”

3) Zephaniah 3:17
“The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior, who will rejoice over you with gladness,
and renew you in his love.”

4) Genesis 3:19
“By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you
were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

5) Joel 2:1
“Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand.”

6) Isaiah 58:6-7

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to lose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of
the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?”

7) Mark 1:12-13
“At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty days, be-
ing tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.”
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8) John 10:10
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have
it to the full.”

9) Romans 12:12
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.”

10) Matthew 6:16
“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show
others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.”

11) 1 Peter 5:6-7
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”

12) Joel 2:12-13

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping,
and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over
disaster.”

13) Acts 15:9
“And he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.”

14) Matthew 6:21
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

15) Psalm 30:5
“...weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.”

40-Day Prayer Challenge
During Lent, 7:14 am

' Draw

Circle

\rsn@ Have your prayers become stagnant? Do you long to see God move in fresh
K ways? Are you ready to move to new places in your walk with God? If so, it’s
time to take the 40-day prayer challenge and press into God like never before.

Study on Draw the Circle

S Thursdays in Lent, ‘
10 am [ Draw

In this five-session video study, the author reveals how taking up this prayer Circle }
challenge will not only change the way you pray today but also dramatically b\ Yy
impact the rest of your life. You will witness the miraculous results in your life, ‘
church, community, and world that only God can bring.

Feb. 15, 29, Mar. 7, 14, 21.
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Mission Outreach Committee Newsletter

March 2024

We continue to prepare for getting Dinner Church up and running.
Our target date remains March 20th to serve the community with a
practice run on March 13 just for our congregation. Soon you will be
seeing fliers out in the community promoting Dinner Church. Be
sure to talk it up and tell others about it. Please come and check it
out for yourself as well. We are very grateful that Martha Rommel from the L and M Cafe will be
our primary cook with assistance from our volunteers. Together we have created menus that will be
both nutritious and budget friendly.

There are sign up sheets in the gathering area at church. Now is the time to begin using the
sign up sheets to sign up for duties that support Dinner Church. Add your name to the duty roster
under the dates you would like to serve. An electronic option is also available should you prefer
that method. Here is the link (Ctrl/click link) ; Dinner Church Volunteer Sign-up Here is the ac-
tual web address as well - https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10COB4FAAAC2AAAFBC16-47489118-dinner

On Saturday March 9 from 9-12 AM we are asking if you are
able to join us at church to assist with cleaning. Before we begin
Dinner Church we need to make sure the kitchen and other areas are
spic and span. This will also be an opportunity to sort items that
could be sold at the youth sponsored garage sale coming up in =
May. Even if you are not physically able to do cleaning, possibly sit- €
ting and sorting could be a way to help. Over time some areas of our
church have been neglected and this is an opportunity to spruce things up. Special thanks and shout
out to Carol Hornby and Kristi Gomer who did some cleaning and reorganization of the buffet
already.

We will have a sewing day on March 6 from 10-3. This time we will be sewing reusable sani-
tary pads for the Patricia Project. All materials have been cut but non sewers will be needed to trim
and weave in threads. Lunch will be served. Come and go as you are able. Please let me know if
you plan to come so I can plan appropriately for lunch. We will also be hosting a sewing day for
pillowcase dresses on April 17 from 10 to 3 again. Be sure to mark your calendars to this date as
well. In the future be watching for a sewing day to work on quilts for the Sleep in Heavenly Peace
bed build project.

Time is drawing to a close for the Knit for Kids project. Remember you can turn in completed
items to the church office at any time. There will be a blessing of knit and crochet items
on Sunday, April 28th and they will be shipped to World Vision shortly thereafter. Your dona-
tions impact the lives of many children. It is always OK to continue to knit or crochet throughout
the year. Just hold on to them until we start again next Fall.

Submitted by Charlene Galston
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A Testimony to Fresh Expressions Conference fl‘eSh
Charlotte, NC, February 7-9, 2024 expression S

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Fresh Expressions movement began more than 15 years ago in
Great Britain. It began and was built on John Wesley’s teachings. At Aldersgate, he had a Holy
Spirit revelation, an “awakening and warming of his heart” that affirmed God’s love for him.
This was something that he had not felt before but later changed the way he preached. He spoke
that the church had moved away from Jesus’ teaching, moved away from being the disciples that
God wants us all to be. This revelation also brought forward the reality that those we should be
mentoring or helping have been shunned or marginalized. And so it is today. These people, God’s
people, are not in our church. They remain shunned and marginalized. Some are in plain sight and
others are hidden away in our community. The Fresh Expressions conference told and demonstrat-
ed to me and others, “ that we’re just not going to take it anymore.” That we should begin again to
live our lives as God has directed helping others, especially those that are troubled or have lost
their way.

FR ES H The Fresh Expressions movement is not evangelism. We most likely will
= (--|959e) 1| Dot see an increase in the number of people who attend our church.
However, we will do what God has asked us to do by meeting people
where they are at. For now we are going to invite others to come to us.
One way to do this is through Dinner Church. To join us in fellowship
over a meal as Jesus so often did. It will be our intent that for that short while everyone will feel
and know God’s love. Know they are important.

This is hard work. I have heard rumblings amongst some that Dinner Church is a crazy idea. We
have few resources and few volunteers to help. But, we can do this! God has called me to be a part

of this. Search your heart. What is God asking you to do?

Charlene Galston

E
[
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DEVOTION OF THE MONTH February 2024

Bible Verse: Ephesians 6:18

"Do all this in prayer, asking for God's help. Pray on every occasion, as the Spirit leads.
For this reason, keep alert and never give up; pray always for all God's people.”

Feeling Useful

My mother had taken three falls, and I was surprised to see her frail body in a wheelchair when I
stopped for my weekly Wednesday visit. I asked her how she was as I gave her a big hug. She was
teary-eyed and responded, “I am old and useless.” Sadness crept into my heart and I replied, “You
are not useless to me!”

I wheeled her into her room and we went about our usual Wednesday routine-watering her
plants, playing Scrabble, opening, and reading her mail, and doing a crossword puzzle. Our regular
walks hadn’t occurred more recently, and so we read the devotional in her room instead of on our
walking break. My mother and father always read the “Upper Room” devotional each night before
they went to bed. My bedroom was across the hall, and I remember fondly listening to them read
the Bible passage and then the devotional each night. It warmed my heart and comforted me as I
listened from my bed. On occasion when they would invite me into the bedroom for the devotional,
I was so honored. This was their scared shared time, and they were inviting me in!

I turned to the Wednesday devotional in the large print “Upper Room™ and we began reading it
out loud to each other. Imagine our surprise when the story was about a senior citizen feeling use-
less and unable to do anything. The writer went on to discuss how the Bible verse made her rethink
this idea. She decided that she could pray for people all day long, and that she could share her smile
with others. She could be cheerful and friendly to those she came into contact each day!

Mom and I smiled at each other. “See, Mom, you are not useless! You can pray, you can sing,
you can smile your sweet smile!” God always finds a way to show us he is listening.

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you. You hold each of us in your hands and want the best for us. Help
us to see that we can always do something for others, and that prayer might be one of the best ways

to help! Show us how valuable we are to others. Amen.

@

Proyerfully Yours, Jane Oyler

@
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DEVOTION OF THE MONTH
Morchh 2024, Javne Oyler

Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13

“...Love is patient and kind...
Love never gives up; and its faith, hope and patience never fail. Love is eternal....”

My mother, Ruth Hart, passed away on February 10, 2024. She is with my father, Lyle, now
and with our Father in heaven.

My parents were married in June of 1960. They celebrated 58 years of marriage in 2018, and
then my father passed away in January, 2019. Their love was a special, quiet, compassionate love.
The way they treated each other and kept God beside them in their marriage was a thing of beauty. I
cannot remember a time when I saw my parents argue. They loved and respected each other, shared
so many things, and shared their love with their family and friends.

After my father passed away, we had to clean out our childhood home they had lived in since
1964. There were so many treasures to be found-diaries, vacation records, old pictures, and love let-
ters. One of the notes we found was a scribbled note from my father describing my mother-Ruth. His
writing 1s so distinct and my heart smiles as I read his note. There is no date, and we don’t know
why he wrote this. Perhaps one day he was just feeling blessed and decided to put pen to paper.

He wrote: “Under-bearing, soft spoken, sweet voice, offers space to me, kind thoughts, Christian
approach, good cook, no drama, battles, loves me. A good mother, grandmother; likes music. This is
Ruth (Hart).”

We shared this note with Pastor Inwha Shon for the funeral so that he might see what their love had
been like. He became pastor of the church after my father had passed away, and only saw mom in
her assisted living facilities. He asked the gathered group of family and friends, “Who has a love like
this? Who has this kind of note from their spouse?!”

Wouldn’t we all want to have a love story like this? Traveling through life with your true love
and best friend, knowing that your lives are in God’s care. I believe that my parents’ faith guided
their love throughout their lives. The church and God were so important to them; their home was al-
ways open to others, and they shared their love with family, friends, and those in need. They were
guided by the One Above.

Every night, they sat on their bed together to read the Upper Room r T
devotional and the Bible verse for the day. This is one of my most treas- i ,- ey &
ured memories. I know that my parents went to bed each night secure in W-J'W;‘j 127
the love of their Father and in the love that they shared. s'uu ; =; s

They are together again, and I am so very happy for them. Love is ?g;;')i,t*;”?)'{:‘?“

eternal. Y ML d«ﬂYn __,_',,7_!‘

Prayer: Dear Father, thank you for earthly love. Thank you for giving us
hearts and minds to think and feel, to share with one another, to be com-
passionate and kind. Help us to reflect Your love each and every day.
Amen.
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March 2024

DONATIONS NEEDED
FOR GARAGE SALE......

Hello Everyone!

Please consider donating your unwanted items that you have been thinking about taking to
Goodwill to the youth for their Yard Sale. They are raising funds for a basketball hoop and a Gaga
(dodgeball) Pit for their outside fellowship. We will be collecting items in the middle Sunday
School room downstairs. We will accept anything you are willing to donate but would prefer no
furniture. If you need items picked up, please contact Suzanne 715-896-0224. The yard sale will
be held on Friday May 10th and Saturday May 11th.

We will be promoting our UMC Camps on Sunday, March
24th. Please come support the camp scholarship program during our *
pancake breakfast. Pancakes, sausage and applesauce will be served
after worship.

The youth will be hosting an Easter egg hunt after worship on Easter.
If you would like to donate towards the hunt, please bring in plastic
Easter eggs or items we can put in the eggs. There is a bucket in the
Gathering area to put the donated items in. We will have bags available
for any kids who want to participate in the egg hunt.

Suzanne Goldsmith

715-896-0224
suziegoldsmith@hotmail.com
Website: brfumc.org
Facebook: Black River Falls UMC Youth Group
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March Trustee Report
Hello Everyone,

Trustees will meet on Monday March 11th at 5:30 and
as everyone can see our new audio / video system is in
progress, taking a little longer but moving along and can’t
wait to test it out!

Patrick Moe Work In Progress!
Trustee Chairman
Seeking Applicants for Children’s Ministry Coordinator CHURCH STAFF
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he OPENINGS
will not , AVAILABLE
depart from it.” - Proverbs 22:6
We are blessed to have younger families with children in our l;i‘ais.ing God through
usIcC

church. The Staff Parish Relations Committee is looking for a per-
son to lead the of Children’s Ministry.

This rewarding 5-10 hour/week opportunity for someone with
love and enthusiasm for helping children learn about the Bible,
God’s unending love and grace, and what it means to be a follower
of Jesus.

The coordinator works closely with the Children and Youth Ac-
tivities Committee to select curriculum for Sunday School and Va-
cation Bible School (VBS). Additionally, they will help to recruit
teachers for Sunday School (grade 4K — 5" grade) as well as coor-
dinate and oversee VBS. Other responsibilities for this paid posi-
tion, include the ability to evaluate the need for additional pro-
grams to support our families and children and work with our mu-
sic coordinator to provide music for Church School.

If you, or someone you know would be interested in this posi-
tion, please contact Jim Bible, Chair of the Staff Parish Relations
Committee.

To continue our excellence in
music ministry, Black River
Falls United Methodist
Church is seeking 1-2 persons
to serve as pianist and as co-
ordinator and director of our
music program.

*Director of Music requires
training and experience in
music performance as well as
familiarity with Christian mu-
sic. This is part-time and
would consist of 6-10 hours/
week. Enthusiasm and crea-
tivity are encouraged.
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Fram Your BRF UMEC Finance Committee

March 2024 Update

We ended 2023 on a positive note! Our income to the General Fund broke even with
the expenses that’s we had incurred. We were able to meet our obligation to the WI An-
nual UMC Conference apportionments for 2023 as well.

As of Feb 20th, 2024, we had about $15,000 in the General Fund checking where
most of the payments for bills comes from.

For 2024
Expected income of $275,690.00
Expected expenses of $279,208.40

We are pleased with the 2024 General Fund drive with pledges and expected income
able to meet expenses in 2024.

We recently had the Pledge Drive to help cover the Expenses of the Audio & Video
System for the sanctuary as well and the cost of the new boiler for the heating system in
the older part of the church. We had asked for $40,000 to cover the remaining costs of
these two Capital expenses. As of Feb21st, we have received donations of $37,555.00.
This 1s outstanding. If there are any other members who have not contributed to this
Fund Drive, we certainly would appreciate your help as well. There will be additional
Capital Expenses in 2024 which will require money to be spent.

Again a BIG Thank You to all who contributed. A list of

givers will be posted in the April 2024 newsletter.
You All Are
Thanks again for all that you do for your church. AW esome '
Thank You
Howard Gomer - Chairperson F
or

Y our Support!
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i United 2023 — United Women in Faith Highlights
- Women

in Faith Greetings to United Women in Faith Members and Friends,

The month of March brings sights and thoughts of a new season. Spring
bulbs are showing themselves, fresh green grass will soon be brightening the landscape, warm
breezes blowing through.

UWEF also shares that spark of a New Year by reaching out to our church family and community
with new and expanded programs to support women, children, youth and families. We are thankful
to have you join us to collect Essential Needs donations as part of Lent. A reminder that lists of
what we are collecting and collection totes are placed at the front and back doors for your dona-
tions. Our UWF members also are hoping to initiate other projects in 2024 that can grow and give
support to families in our community.

We invite all women to join us for our monthly meeting held on the 1* Monday at 5:30pm and to
also be a part of our local and international programs.

Merciful God, your justice is everyone having what they need. Open our minds to know that the
joy of having is in sharing. Open our hearts and hands until no one is in need.

Sharon McCart, Order of Deaconess
And Home Missioner - Irvine, California
response jan/feb 2024

Go Forward with God’s Blessing,
Luane Meyer

Lent Season Schedule

Februarny 19th te March 30th

Morning Prayer Daily 7:14 AM
Bible Reading Saturday 8:00 AM

Bible Study, Altar’d  Wednesdays 6:00 PM
Prayer Group Study Thursdays 10:00 AM

Thursday, Seder Meal 6:00 PM

Friday Service 6:00 PM
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The Walk to Emmaus develops Christian disciples and leaders by inspiring, challenging, z@
and equipping active adult church members for Christian action in their homes, churches,
workplaces, and communities. It also benefits less active members who are seeking to renew a re-
lationship with God, grow spiritually, or discover firmer foundations for their lives.

Through The Walk to Emmaus, as they seek to become healthy and vital congregations, local
churches have both a means of growing disciples and a tool for developing leaders for their disciple-
making systems.

The program begins with a 72-hour short course in Christianity that is wrapped in prayer and signs
of sacrificial service. It continues for the rest of participants’ lives with follow-up groups that, along
with the local church’s robust offerings, contribute to participants’ ongoing growth in grace.

SUSAN O. KENT Bible StUdy in Lent
Wednesday, 6 pm

Discovering how Jesus transforms
and heals us through altars!

Altars have always represented change. They are the places
where sacred space meets our surrender and leads into authentic
spiritual transformation. From the beginning of time, God’s
people have built altars to mark the places where God spoke, gave
direction, or gave his blessing. It is the place where God’s people surrendered offerings
to him in obedience. A book, $10, or Freewill donation.
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The Sanctnary The Sanctuary for Lent 2024

L 6&0&7_ Devotional

The Sanctuary for Lent 2024 contains daily devotional readings for
each day in Lent, from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday.
&0 Along with suggested scripture passages, it contains a short devotion
g and a brief prayer for each day.
y Abi ' Copies are available for anyone who would like one.
R Freewill donations are much appreciated.

. =T
RIP—
e e e )

o »2 73 37 Nan;:a- Eﬂ:__y 'Fund’rai.rinj-

STOCK UP!

Spring is coming and so is Easter. Spring means time to get out of the house and go
for walks. Subway is only about a mile walk from my house, so I take a Scrip card
with me on occasion and stop to buy some cookies to share with Chuck. One $10
Scrip card is good for four different walks. This probably defeats the benefits of the
walk, but I don’t go there on every walk. With Easter at the end of March, there is the
need for food for the dinner table. Maybe you would rather enjoy a trip to a restau-
rant instead and not have to worry about the cleanup. Stop on Sunday morning and
see what cards we have available or give Marcia a call at 715-284-3346 to pick up
what you need or want.

Do you know that people still listen to the radio? We do not know how many lives we touch with
our weekly worship service on WWIS Radio, but we know our reach goes all the way to Washing-
ton state where one person communicated their thanks for a meaningful service heard on I heart
Radio. You have an opportunity to give to this ministry. We invite you to sponsor a Sunday broad-
cast.
First come, first serve! You can sponsor a week in the name of someone or for a special event.
Each week is $100.
If you are interested, please let the church office know or send email to brfumc@gmail.com.
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